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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in the names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free sample copy. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


IN addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
April 24, 1954 


To help your children 
More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring dire 
results in adulthood. 

The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MEssAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price 15 


Daniel —an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

Price 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price 50 





Megiddo Hymn Book 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” 


Price $1.25 





The Story of the Ages 


(Our Cover) 


Unique as our cover design may appear, 
it shows the different episodes of how the 
Lord’s message was delivered to His people. 
Fom Noah and all the Prophets down to 
John the Baptist and Jesus the message of 
the Kingdom is boldly heralded. Then it 
is carried with new power by the Apostles, 
and, though silenced through the Dark Ages, 
is revived in these days and once again 
the tidings of the Kingdom are heard. And 
it shall be heard until the appearance of 
the Prophet Elijah (Mal. 4:5) with divine 
power to begin the work on a gigantic scale 
which will consummate in the establishment 
of the Kingdom of God with Jesus Christ 
as Supreme Ruler. Then the hope of those 
who “looked for a city . . . whose builder 
and maker is God” shall be realized with a 
crown for all who have overcome. 





THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 


The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 


It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 


Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





THE MeEciIppO MEsSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19,N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can-be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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A Study of Biblical Evidence HOLY SPIRIT 


Concerning the 


The series of articles which will follow under this head- 
ing will present the Scriptural evidence on the subject. 
Such questions will be answered as: When was it given 
to God’s people? Why was it given? When was it with- 
held? When shall it be restored? 


INTRODUCTION 


HE subject of the Holy Spirit is one that will call 
for candid consideration, serious thought, and a 
highly reverential attitude of mind toward God’s 
blessed Word. In order to arrive at a true solution of the 
matter we must first have a longing desire to know only 
the truth on the subject, followed by a willingness to ex- 
change error for truth. To arrive at its true solution we 
must be led by something higher than ourselves—the 
Unerring Word of the Lord. If there arise diversities of 
opinions in our minds, the only way to settle them is by 
letting a “thus saith the Lord” be the end of all strife, 
an end of all controversy. 


We are aware that the different ideas we shall set forth 
will in no way accord with the common teachings of the 
day upon the subject of the Holy Spirit. We believe that 
in giving us the blessed Bible, God caused holy men to 
speak as they were moved by His Spirit; that signs fol- 
lowed confirming the words spoken, and that at the com- 
ing of Jesus all faithful ones have the promise of doing 
greater works than ever Jesus performed during His 
earthly ministry. 

No doubt all are aware that preconceived notions and 
early education may have much to do in biasing a man’s 
mind, thus making him quite unfit properly to weigh all 
the evidence. Therefore iet us, in the fear of God alone, 
try to divest ourselves of all prejudice so as to be enabled 
to look with an unbiased mind at the evidence produced; 
for only by thus doing shall we be prepared to gain the 
greatest amount of information in the shortest possible 
time. 


In the investigation of this subject, let us turn away 
from all human thought; let it not be a question of what 
we think or have been educated to believe. Let it not be, 
What does man teach? or, What has man taught? But let 
it be, What saith the Yahweh or Jehovah of old? What 
saith the blessed Volume we profess to hold in such high 
esteem? 

Jesus said, “By their fruits ye shall know them.” If we 
abide by our own thoughts we can know that we esteem 
them higher than the thoughts of God. The Prophet said 
that God’s thoughts are higher than our thoughts (Isaiah 
55:9); therefore let us be wise, surrender our own 
thoughts and receive only the thoughts of God upon this 
all-important subject. If we will be not only willing but 
anxious to do this, and let God’s immutable Word settle 
all disputes, not once referring to what man has said 
upon the subject as proof, we trust that much ambiguity 
will vanish and the subject begin to glow forth in its di- 
vine beauty because of the radiation which proceeds from 
a much Higher Source than our own little, finite minds. 


Study, in the fear of God and love of truth, the evi- 
dence presented in this and the following articles, and we 
know that you will be grateful for this plain unfolding 
of the Word of God. 

To our great benefactor, the Reverend L. T. Nichols, 
founder of the Megiddo Mission Church, we are indebted 
for the knowledge of this subject, the Holy Spirit, the re- 
sult of his lifelong research of principles of Truth con- 
tained in the Bible. 


THE FORMER RAIN 


JOEL’S PROPHECY 


F ALL the allusions on the Sacred Page to that super- 

natural power known as the Holy Spirit, perhaps no 
inspired writer gives a clearer or more concise repre- 
sentation of that phenomenon than does the Prophet Joel. 
In one brief passage of Scripture he spans the ages, giv- 
ing a panoramic view of this divine power as known to, 
and later withheld from, the Church; then, in one thrill- 
ing phrase, he lifts the soul from the somber aspect of the 
present hour to the glorious sublimities of the world to 
come when God shall pour out His Spirit upon all flesh. 
Three distinct periods of time are established: the first, 
a time when Holy Spirit power would exist among God’s 
people; the second, a season of its suspension; the third, 
its ultimate restoration. Let us read Joel 2: 23. 


“Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord 
your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, 
and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former 
rain, and the latter rain in the first month.” 


The Prophet is speaking prophetically, which in divine 
phraseology simply means to designate future events as 
a present reality (Romans 4:17). 

Furthermore, he is speaking symbolically. What more 
beautiful metaphor could he have selected than the down- 
fall of “rain” to express the bestowal of Holy Spirit 
power upon the people of God! In the natural, welcome 
indeed is the refreshing shower to the parched and dry 
ground! It causes the vegetation to spring forth with 
rapidity, or the maturing fruit to grow more luscious and 
juicy. 

But infinitely greater are the blessings which fall upon 
mankind when Holy Spirit power is rained down from 
Heaven. Then eyes which never have beheld the light of 
day may gaze in rapture upon the glowing sunshine; ears 
long closed to sound may be ravished with the music of 
creation; minds wrestling with problems beyond human 
solution may receive rest and satisfaction through divine 
revelation. 

Is it any wonder that the Prophet Joel encouraged the 
children of Zion to “be glad” and “rejoice” in the Lord 
in anticipation of such rich showers of blessings which 
the former and the latter rains would bring? 

The Prophet’s language is so well chosen that his mean- 
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ing can be readily discerned. Two rains, former and lat- 
ter, necessitate an intervening time during which there 
is no rain, a dry season, as it were. If the former rain 
were to be unending, if Holy Spirit power were to con- 
tinue without cessation, there could be no latter rain. 
Therefore, in the fulfillment of Joel’s prophetic utter- 
ance we shall expect to find an epoch when Holy Spirit 
power is imparted to the Church, followed by a dry sea- 
son during which the people of God possess no super- 
natural power, and this epoch to be succeeded by a second 
outpouring of divine power—‘“the latter rain.” 

There is great beauty and deep significance in the two 
original Hebrew words translated “former rain” and 
“latter rain.” The Hebrew word for “former rain” is 
moreh and is defined in Young’s Analytical Concordance 
as “a sprinkling rain”; whereas “latter rain,” malqosh, 
signifies “the gathered rain.” In the Hebrew Lexicon it 
is defined “the rain before the harvest.” 

From these definitions we learn that the latter rain is 
to be much more bounteous than the former rain. Since 
the former was “a sprinkling rain,” a moderate shower 
falling on but a few, the latter rain will be copious, much 
more vast in its scope, reaching and enriching the lives 
of many more people. 

Furthermore, these wonderful definitions, from the 
original language in which Joel inscribed his prophecy, 
establish one more point: the time when the latter rain is 
to begin to fall, which is “before the harvest.” Earth’s 
harvest fields will never be reaped until Christ’s second 
coming when He shall issue the decree, “Thrust in thy 
sickle, and reap: ... for the harvest of the earth is ripe” 
(Revelation 14:15). Not until then shall the wheat be 
separated from the tares, the sheep from the goats, the 
faithful from the unfaithful. Just prior to that great 
harvest the latter rain will fall in copious showers. 

Between the early rain and the latter, between the 
sprinkling rain and the gathered rain before the harvest, 
between the moderate shower and the copious one, there 
will be a long dry spell when no rain will fall, no Holy 
Spirit power will be manifested because none is pos- 
sessed by the people of God. 

For the sake of clarity, we shall study and present the 
Biblical evidence concerning these three epochs of time 
in their respective chronological order; that is, the for- 
mer rain, the dry season, and the latter rain. 


CHRIST’S PROPHECY AND PROMISE 


The Prophet Joel did not bear the entire responsibility 
of informing future generations concerning the former 
and the latter rain. Much nearer the time when the first 
phase of his prophecy was to meet its fulfillment in the 
outpouring of Holy Spirit power upon the Church, Christ 
walked among men. 

Throughout His ministry our Lord went about doing 
good to those with whom He came in contact. He healed 
the sick, opened the eyes of the blind and the ears of the 
deaf. To the lame He said, “Take up thy bed and walk;” 
to the dead He had the power to say, “Talitha cumi” 
(maid, arise) ; or, “Lazarus, come forth,” and to the as- 
tonishment of the onlookers they became in an instant 
living souls. 

During those momentous three years the twelve Apos- 
tles, also the seventy disciples, labored under a temporary 
commission given by their Master, which was, in part 
(Matthew 10: 8—10): 


“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
devils: freely ye have received, freely give. Provide neither 
gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, nor scrip for your 


journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for 
the workman is worthy of his meat.” 


This, however, was not the “former rain” of Joel’s 
prophecy, for Christ was, the meanwhile, making fre- 
quent allusions to another outpouring of the Spirit which 
should fall upon the believers. This promise was implied 
as He taught in the temple on the last day of the Jews’ 
Feast of Tabernacles (John 7: 37—39). At the Last Sup- 
per He repeated the promise, thus nullifying their for- 
mer commission (Luke 22:35, 36): 


“When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked 
ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. Then said he unto them, 
But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise 
his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, 
and buy one.” 


In the absence of divine power as support, they must 
depend solely upon their own resources: the purse, scrip, 
and sword. 

However, in His parting message to His Apostles, 
Jesus assured them once again (Luke 24: 49): 


“Behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high.” 


During the interim in which He requested that they 
should “tarry at Jerusalem,” they were without power. 
Just prior to His Ascension, according to the record in 
Acts 1:4, 5, 8, 


He “commanded them that they should not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father; which, saith 
he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; 
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
hence. .. . Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.” 


This wonderful power known as the Holy Spirit was 
not imparted to the Apostles simply that they might al- 
leviate suffering, neither was it given that they might 
merely carry on supernatural demonstrations before an 
awe-stricken audience. Rather, it was used by the Apos- 
tles to confirm the Word. Their new commission, as given 
by Jesus, was (Mark 16:15), 


“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” 


Continuing, Jesus promised the Holy Spirit as their 
support in accomplishing this great undertaking assigned 
to them (verses 17, 18), 


“These signs shall follow them that believe: In my name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover.” 


The power of the Holy Spirit was to lend authority to 
their Gospel message and stamp it divine. This function 
of Holy Spirit power is expressed by Paul in Hebrews 
2: 1—4, 


“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the 
things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let 
them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience received a just rec- 
ompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also 
bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his 
own will?” 
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THE DAY OF PENTECOST 


Pentecost, which was one of the principal Hebrew fes- 
tivals, carried a new significance to the Apostolic Church, 
because it was on that very occasion, now sO many cen- 
turies in the past, when the word of Jesus, likewise the 
prophecy of Joel, concerning the “former rain,” met ful- 
fillment; the outpouring of the promised power, the Holy 
Spirit, occurred on that day. We read (Acts 2: 1—3): 


“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there ap- 
peared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them.” 


These are the lesser phases, preliminaries, as it were, 
to the real experience described in the following words 
(verse 4), 


“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 


They did not utter an unintelligible lingo which would 
convince none but the gullible and uneducated. The dem- 
onstration was, on the contrary, so effective that three 
thousand souls were that day added to the Church. The 
language which the disciples uttered was easily recog- 
nized in seventeen different tongues, as witnesses from 
the same number of nations testified. Let us continue 
with the account (verses 5—11): 


“And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was noised 
abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, 
because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 
And they were all amazed and marveled, saying one to an- 
other, Behold, are not all these which speak Galileans? 

“And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein 
we were born? Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, in 
Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in 
the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews 
and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in 
our tongues the wonderful works of God.” 


The multitude moved about in bewilderment, saying 
one to another, “What can this mean?” Peter, in his 
eagerness to testify to the fulfillment of the prophetic 
Word, arose and proclaimed with a loud voice (verses 
14, 16): 


“Ye men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be 
this known unto you, and hearken to my words: . . . this is 
that which was spoken by the prophet Joel.” 


Yes, indeed; the day of Pentecost brought to the early 
Church the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy of a “former 
rain.” 

Following this stupendous event on the Day of Pente- 
cost when the Apostles were “endued with power from 
on high,” they went forth everywhere, demonstrating 
this divine power in such measure that their heathen ob- 
servers were heard to cry out, “The gods are come down 
to us in the likeness of men”; believers were added to 
the Church by the thousands; the dead were raised, the 
lame made to walk, the blind to see. A poisonous serpent 
was shaken off by Paul, who felt no ill effect. Such was 
the potency of the Holy Spirit as known in the days of 
the Apostles. 


No HOoLy SPIRIT POWER TODAY 


Many religious organizations today claim Holy Spirit 
guidance. Others believe that the power to work miracles, 
as promised by Jesus to His Apostles, is bestowed upon 
His people at the present time. 

But the question which presents itself is, Can Holy 
Spirit power be demonstrated now as it was in the Apos- 
tolic Age? Did we ever hear anyone professing to have 
the Holy Spirit speak in a tongue he had never learned? 
No, we never did. What is the matter? Has God changed? 
Does not the same effect always follow the same cause? 

On the Day of Pentecost the genuine Holy Spirit was 
given; and the result that followed was: “They began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance.” The signs began at once to follow those that be- 
lieved. 

Now, if anyone today had the same genuine Holy 
Spirit, would not the same results follow? Would not he 
begin to speak with tongues as the Spirit dictated? Would 
not he gladly administer the healing touch to a person 
who had been lame from birth, as did Peter and John at 
the Gate Beautiful? Would not he unhesitatingly quaff 
the deadly arsenic or take up the venomous reptile to 
convince the inquirer of the divinity of his power? 

To honest men and women governed by reason and evi- 
dence, today’s claimants have proved utterly unable to 
produce convincing manifestations. There can be but one 
conclusion: The power which the Apostles knew and ex- 
ercised is not given to God’s people today. 

The question arises, Was Holy Spirit power, as prom- 
ised by Jesus and bestowed upon the Day of Pentecost, 
to abide forever, or did He limit its duration? 


Joel established a limitation which Jesus confirms. 
However, let us first examine the words of the great his- 
torian, Gibbon. In his Decline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire (Vol. I, page 541), he says: 


“Since every friend to revelation is persuaded of the reality, 
and every reasonable man is convinced of the cessation, of 
miraculous powers, it is evident that there must have been 
some period in which they were either suddenly or gradually 
withdrawn from the Christian church. Whatever era is chosen 
for that purpose, the death of the apostles, the conversion of 
the Roman Empire, or the extinction of the Arian heresy, the 
insensibility of the Christians who lived at that time will 
equally afford a just matter of surprise. They still supported 
their pretensions after they had lost their power.” 


The accusation of the historian is direct and undeniable 
today. They still support their pretensions when they 
have no power. In Hastings’ Encyclopedia it is stated that 
Middleton affirmed miracles to have ended with the age 
of the Apostles, “and characterized all later records of 
them as stupid and untrue.” 


Hoty SPIRIT LIMITED TO END OF THE AGE 


Let us examine carefully Jesus’ commission to His 
Apostles as recorded in Matthew 28:19, 20, and see 
whether He promised Holy Spirit power as an everlast- 
ing gift, or a temporary one. 


“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world.” 


Young’s Analytical Concordance gives four Greek words 
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translated “world.” First, ge, meaning the earth upon 
which we live; but that was not the word used by Jesus 
in Matthew 28:20. If it had been, we should then be 
forced to believe that Jesus meant He would be with His 
people in signs and wonders as long as the earth existed. 

Oikoumene, another word translated “world,” signifies 
“the habitable,” the people that inhabit this ge or earth; 
but that was not the term Jesus employed, so no one could 
claim that as long as His people existed He would be with 
them in signs and miracles. 

Cosmos is another word meaning “the arrangement” 
of the people on this ge; but this also was not the word 
employed by Jesus to express His thought. 

The fourth word translated “world” is ation. It is the 
word used in Matthew 28:20, and has for some of its 
definitions: “An age, generation, a space of time clearly 
defined and marked out.” Jesus had used the right word, 
aion, and the translators should have rendered it “age.” 
He promised to be with the Apostles in signs and miracles 
confirming the word until the end of the age only. 

This true understanding of Jesus’ promise to be with 
His followers in signs and wonders and divers miracles 
only until the end of the age shows the wonderful har- 
mony which always exists between God’s Word and the 
works of the historians. Future events innumerable 
which are foretold in Holy Writ are verified in the annals 
of history. This is but one example: By prophecy Jesus 
limited the duration of Holy Spirit power to the end of 
that age; centuries later Gibbon declared that the Church 
had lost its power; notwithstanding, they foolishly con- 
tinued to support their pretensions. The inability of the 
Church to substantiate their claim by genuine Holy Spirit 
power has, through the passing years, heaped ridicule 
and disgrace upon those professing the name of Chris- 
tianity. 

In the American Translation, Professor Goodspeed 
gives the proper rendering of Matthew 28: 20, “I will 
always be with you, to the very close of the age.” Wey- 
mouth gives it: “I am with you always, day by day, until 
the Close of the Age.” And Wilson, in the Emphatic 
Diaglott (a word for word translation from the Greek), 
renders it: “And behold, I am with you all the days, till 
the consummation of the age.” Also the Revised Standard 
Version reads: “And lo, I am with you always, to the 
close of the age.” 

What age was this? It could be none other than the age 
in which they were living, the Jewish Age or world, 
which ended at the destruction of Jerusalem, when the 
Jews were scattered among all nations. The Apostle Paul 
uses the same original word, aion, in Hebrews 9: 26. He 
says, with reference to Christ, 


“Once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 


All must agree that it was in the closing years of the 
Jewish Age that Christ appeared. Jesus speaks in Luke 
21: 20 concerning the destruction which should mark the 
end of the Jewish Age: 


“And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, 
then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.” 


All will agree that it was A. D. 70 when Jerusalem was 
besieged and compassed by the great Roman army under 
Titus and Vespasian, when over a million Jews perished 
and thousands were carried away captive. Thus the 
Jewish Age or world ended, the only world in which 
Jesus promised to be with His people in signs and won- 
ders confirming the word. In Luke 21:24 Jesus fore- 
warned them plainly what was to happen: 


“And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be 
led away captive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be trod- 
den down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled.” 


“The times of the Gentiles” followed the close of the 
Jewish Age. No divine phraseology obligated our Lord 
to extend Holy Spirit power into Gentile times. He had 
said, 

“T am with you always, day by day, until the Close of the 

Age.” 

With the “Close of the Age” came the suspension of 
Holy Spirit power and, as we shall prove on succeeding 
pages by numerous other passages of Scripture, it will re- 
main suspended until the curtain has dropped on the last 
day of the Gentile Age. 

(To be continued) 





“Tomorrow is the New Moon” 


Once more the first day of Abib, our most sacred holi- 
day, has come and gone, marking the anniversary of our 
Saviour’s birth and the beginning of another Bible year, 
and leaving behind many, many pleasant memories. 

It was not exactly Palestinian weather in the Empire 
State (it seldom is), but the weather of joy and fellow- 
ship and brotherly love which flowed and returned, as 
brethren from near and far accomplished their pilgrim- 
age, lifteu us far above such little things as the vagaries 
of climate. 

A record number of visitors spent the Abib season at 
Megiddo, coming from many States and Canada. Homes 
of local members were, as usual, opened for their accom- 
modation, and none found himself in the position of the 
little family who journeyed to Bethlehem so many cen- 
turies ago, and found “no room.” 

The activities began with an 8 o’clock morning service 
on Saturday, April 3, at the Mission Home auditorium. 
Special music and several brief but telling presentations 
set the tone and the tempo of the feast. In the evening, 
true Christmas Eve, the Maranatha Society presented a 
pageant, “Christ—For Such a Time as This,” to a church 
filled to capacity. The material was drawn from the rich 
storehouse of the life of our Lord. Its performance was a 
thing of beauty and precision, and its lessons vivid, 
powerful, and uplifting. It was good to have been there, 
and our only regret is that all our readers could not have 
witnessed it. 

There was also special Christmas music and a Christmas 
sermon at the Sunday morning service, the time of which 
was advanced to make room for subsequent activities, 
such as the dinner, of which nearly 240 persons partook, 
and the very delightful children’s program, climaxed by 
the distribution of mountains of useful gifts, which, by 
the way, are appreciated just as much, and perhaps more, 
than the unpractical kind. 

Sunday evening was the occasion of a “mixed” program 
given by the men and boys of the congregation. Besides 
musical features, there was an outstanding address, a 
recitation (on back cover), a dramatized solo, “The Fare- 
well of Moses,” and a drama by a class of boys, “The 
Story Around the Anvil,” the scene of which was laid in 
a very realistic old blacksmith shop, and which also left 
a lasting impression for good. 

It was a memorable Abib—never another just like it— 
end if our time should be extended to greet another such 
happy occasion, may our circle be unbroken. 
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How Inclusive is the Word “All” in the Scriptures? 


HAT does the word “all” mean, and how much 
“ how many does God mean when He says 
“a ” 4 
God certainly means what He says, and we shall find 
that the word “all” is always plainly qualified in the con- 
nection or by some other passage of Scripture. The state- 
ment found in Isa. 54:13 and repeated by Jesus in John 
6: 45, reads as follows: “And all thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy 
children.” What does “all” teach in this instance? It 
teaches plainly that “all” God’s children shall be taught. 
Taught of whom? Of the Lord. 


Whom did God appoint as His teachers? The Apostle 
Peter will afford us the information, as we read in his 
Second Epistle, 1:20, 21, “Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpreta- 
tion. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of men: but holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit.” The first thing necessary for us to 
learn and understand is that we must not interpret what 
God has said, for He has spoken through “holy men of 
old” who were endued with Holy Spirit power. 

Who are these “holy men”? The Apostle Paul will give 
the answer in Eph. 2:19, 20, ‘““Now therefore ye are no 
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God; and are built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” We must be 
built upon the words of the Prophets, Jesus, and the 
Apostles, the “holy men” through whom God has spoken; 
and all who are willing to be taught, become His children. 


For an aid in understanding what “all” of God’s chil- 
dren must be taught, we refer to Ps. 19:7, 8, 11, “The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testi- 
mony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The 
statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
. . . Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in 
keeping of them there is great reward.” All who become 
God’s children by hearing, learning and keeping His law 
shall have a great reward, everlasting life with all its 
blessings. 

In John 6: 44, 45, we are told, “No man can come to 
me, except the Father which hath sent me, draw him; 
and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the 
prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man 
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, 
cometh unto me.” In this text Jesus is simply confirming 
the words of Isa. 54:13, that the only way to come to 
Him is to hear and learn of the Father. 

Whom will Jesus raise up at the last day? All who are 
willing to come to Him by hearing and learning of the 
Father. Pay particular attention to this point: Jesus 
promised to raise from death’s slumber only the “all” 
who are willing to come to Him by hearing and learning 
the words of Truth sent from the Father. That is why 
Jesus could say in John 5: 28, “The hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth.” It is plainly qualified by the def- 
inite article “the’ and not as is misquoted by many, 
“all that are in their graves.” 


In order to comprehend who the “all” are who are chil- 
dren of God, we must understand that naturally we are 
not children of God; for Paul plainly taught in Rom. 
9:8 that “they which are the children of the flesh, these 
are not the children of God.” How can we become children 
of God? As Paul testified in Gal. 4: 4, 5 and Rom. 8: 15, 
“God sent forth his Son .. . to redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons. ... Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, where- 
by we cry, Abba, Father.” Jesus also plainly qualified the 
“all” in John 5: 40, when He said to a certain class, “Ye 
will not come to me, that ye might have life.” This proves 
that all are not willing to be taught, therefore are not 
children of God. 

The testimony found in Acts 3:25 is often miscon- 
strued. It reads as follows: “Ye are the children of the 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our 
fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all 
the kindreds of the earth be blessed.” One qualifying 
term as to who shall compose the “all kindreds of the 
earth” to be blessed, is to be found in Rom. 4: 11, where 
we are informed who the children of Abraham are. It 
reads: “And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal 
of the righteousness of the faith which he had being yet 
uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them 
that believe, though they be not circumcised.” Another 
qualifying term is given in the next verse: “. . . to them 
who are not of the circumcision only, who also walk in 
the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he 
had being yet uncircumcised.” All “the kindreds of the 
earth” who shall be blessed with Abraham are all who 
will now believe and walk in the steps of our father 
Abraham. 


This is also plainly qualified in Acts 3:22, 23, “For 
Moses truly said unto the fathers, A Prophet shall the 
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like 
unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever 
he shall say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that 
every soul, which will not hear that Prophet, shall be de- 
stroyed from among the people.” What shall happen to 
every soul which will not hear Jesus in all things? He 
“shall be destroyed from among the people.” The “all 
kindreds of the earth” who are to be blessed with Abra- 
ham, are the “all” who are willing to hear Christ in all 
things; and not the “all” who are to be destroyed from 
among the people. 


Who are the “all” to be destroyed? We are given the 
answer in Ps. 101: 6—8, “Mine eyes shall be upon the 
faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me; he 
that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me. He that 
worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that 
telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight. I will early destroy 
all the wicked of the land; that I may cut off all wicked 
doers from the city of the Lord.” Who are to be de- 
stroyed? All deceivers, all liars, all the wicked. When 
shall this destruction be executed? We are informed in 
Isa. 26: 21, “For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place 
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity.” 
This harmonizes with Ps. 92: 7, “When the wicked spring 
as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do 
flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever.” 
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TWo SEEDS WERE PROMISED TO ABRAHAM 


The passages which we have already quoted prove that 
Abraham is represented as the father of all who believe, 
without any regard to nationality. In Genesis 17 we learn 
that Abraham was promised two seeds. First, what is 
termed the “Isaac seed” are to be taken out of humanity 
before the second coming of Christ. These have the prom- 
ise of reigning with Jesus over the nations of earth (Rev. 
2:26; 3:21). They work out their salvation during the 
six thousand years, and shall be judged and rewarded 
when Christ comes. Then during the millennial reign of 
Christ and His saints over the nations brought into sub- 
jection to His righteous rule, the “Ishmael seed’ or sub- 
jects of the Kingdom shall be taken out and are judged 
and rewarded at the close of the Millennium. The faithful 
of the six thousand years, and the faithful of the thou- 
sand years, shall compose “all the kindreds of the earth” 
to be blessed with Abraham, and then shall God’s will be 
done on earth as it is done in Heaven. 

How are the Ishmael seed to be discerned? They are 
those who do not fully believe or come into covenant with 
God to serve Him until after the grand Prophet Elijah 
appears as the forerunner of Christ’s second appearing, 
as we are told in Mal. 4:5, 6, “Behold, I will send you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of 
the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children 
to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse.” 

The masses of mankind are so evil, so unbelieving, so 
pleasure-loving, so far from God and Truth, that if it 
were not for the coming of the great Prophet Elijah to 
turn the children of darkness to the light of truth, the 
earth would be smitten with a curse, and peace and good 
will could never fill the earth. Those who do not believe 
until Elijah comes are the Ishmael seed promised to 
Abraham; and the faithful of the Ishmael seed will be- 
come the subjects of the Kingdom of God perfected dur- 
ing the thousand years. They shall be a great number 
which no man can number; that is, the number has not 
been revealed, but it will be a vast multitude which shall 
fill the earth with the glory of God. 

The faithful Isaac seed shall be given immortality at 
the first Judgment when Christ comes; while the faith- 
ful of the Ishmael seed are to be made immortal at the 
Judgment at the close of the Millennium. All iniquity 
shall then be cut off from the earth and in the fullest 
sense God’s will shall be done on earth as it is in Heaven 
above. 


“ALL FLESH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD” 


These words in Luke 3:6 were spoken by John the 
Baptist. Notice in verses 7, 8 how he qualifies the “all 
flesh” which is to see the salvation of God: “Then said he 
to the multitude . . . O generation of vipers, who hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to 
say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: 
for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham.” What kind of stones? 
Not literal stones, but the stones of whom the Apostle 
Peter spoke when addressing his brethren: “Wherefore 
laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and 
envies, and all evil speakings, .. . Ye also as lively stones 
are built up a spiritual house . . . to offer up spiritual sac- 
rifices” (I. Peter 2: 1—5). All who bring forth fruits of 


righteousness by putting away all evil, are the “all flesh” 
who shall see the salvation of God. 

The Apostle again tells us in Acts 10: 34, 35, who com- 
pose the “all flesh”: “Then Peter opened his mouth, and 
said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons; but in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” 

Will God allow men and women to die and have to raise 
them from the dead in order to give them an opportunity 
to learn His will and do His commandments? No, indeed; 
the God of the Bible knows the “end from the beginning” ; 
He is all-wise and will see that every one who will do His 
will has the opportunity while living. Hearken to the 
words of Jesus in John 7:17, “If any man will do his 
will, he shall know of the doctrine.” Here is the promise 
of our Lord, that all who will do His commandments shall 
have this present life in which to perform the work. 

Paul, the great Apostle to the Gentiles, confirms these 
words, saying in 1. Tim. 4: 8, “For bodily exercise profit- 
eth little [‘for a little while’-—original] ; but godliness is 
profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come.” Or, as rendered by 
Dr. Moffatt, “It contains the promise of life both for the 
present and for the future.’”” What consolation and hope 
are contained in these words! We are assured that God 
never allowed one who would do His will, to die until he 
had been given the opportunity to learn and keep His 
righteous law. Every one who will do, shall have this life 
in which to do the work; for there is no second chance 
promised in the Scriptures. 

Of course it is claimed that it is a fair chance, rather 
than a second chance. However, the promise stands: “If 
any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine,” 
it matters not if he were in the darkest country on the 
globe, the doctrine would be sent to him and he would 
have the opportunity to obey it. We are plainly told in 
Rev. 22:11, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; 
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that 
is righteous, let him be righteous still; and he that is 
holy, let him be holy still.” This shows that there is no 
time to work out our salvation after death. 


OF WHAT “ALL MEN” Is GOD A PRESERVER? 


We shall refer again to I. Tim. 4: 8—10, as there is a 
striking connection in those verses. We shall give them 
as rendered in the Emphatic Diaglott, a word for word 
translation from the original Greek: “For bodily training 
is profitable for a little; but piety is profitable for all 
things, having promise of the present life, and of that 
which is future. This saying is true, and worthy of all 
reception. For on this account we toil and are reproached, 
because we hope in the living God who is a Preserver of 
all me especially of believers. These things enjoin and 
teach.” 

Timothy was commanded to teach that “this saying is 
true,” that if we exercise unto godliness we have the 
promise of this life in which to lay aside the weights and 
besetting sins. Our life shall not be cut off until we have 
been given sufficient time to accomplish this most impor- 
tant of all tasks. 

In the King James Version, that portion of verse 10 
reads: “God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of 
those who believe.” The Diaglott is correct in rendering 
soter “Preserver,” for some of its definitions are: “To 
save from death, keep alive, preserve, to keep safe, pre- 
serve the city or state, to keep or preserve oneself, to 
keep in mind, remember.” 

How is God a Preserver of all men? In the first place 
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we are dependent upon Him for the very breath we 
breathe. To illustrate, we will quote Job 34: 12—14 from 
Dr. Moffatt’s translation: “No, never will God do an evil 
deed, never will the Almighty act unjustly—he is no 
viceroy lording it on earth!—his heart and hand are on 
the universe, and were he to withdraw his spirit, were he 
to gather in his breath, the human race would perish in 
a moment, man would return to the dust.” 

The word translated “breath” in this instance is 
neshamah in the original, and its first definitions are: 
“breath, spirit ... metonymy (that which has breath), 
a living creature, . . . breath, life.” It \s the same word 
translated “breath” in Isa. 2: 22, “Cease ye from man, 
whose breath is in his nostrils.” The word translated 
“spirit” in Job 34:14 is ruach, and has for its first def- 
initions: “Life, the vital principle, which shows itself 
in the breathing of the mouth and nostrils.” Truly the 
Mighty God of Heaven is a Preserver of all men, seeing 
that He, and He alone, can give this breath or spirit of 
life by the means of which all mankind and the animal 
creation exist. 

There is still another sense in which He is the Pre- 
server of all men, as explained by Jesus in Matt. 5: 45, 
“That ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven: for he maketh the sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” 
His merciful kindness favors all, the just and the unjust. 
Seedtime and harvest has never failed, although some 
seasons are more favorable than others. There may be 
sections of the country which suffer from severe drought, 
but taking the country as a whole there is more produced 
than can be consumed. 

But why does the Apostle stress the fact that God is 
specially the Preserver “of those that believe”? It is, as 
we have cited, He has promised that if any man will do 
the will of Almighty God, he shall know of the doctrine; 
and that all who believe with all the heart have the prom- 
ise of this life in which to serve Him, to perform the 
work of making their calling and election sure and gain 
in the end life everlasting. As says Jer. 29: 18, “Ye shall 
seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with 
all your heart.” 


ALL NATIONS SHALL GATHER AGAINST JERUSALEM 


We are told in Zech. 14: 1—8, of the time when the 
judgments of God are visited upon the nations. ‘Behold, 
the day of the Lord cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided 
in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations against 
Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the 
houses rifled .. . and half of the city shall go forth into 
captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut 
off from the city. Then shall the Lord go forth and fight 
against those nations, as when he fought in the day of 
battle.” 

At what time is this great battle to take place? It is 
after the Judgment has taken place, and all the saints are 
gathered there at Jerusalem with Christ, for it reads 
further: “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the 
mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east.” 
At the right time to start the conquest of the nations, all 
the saints are with Him, and He shall go forth and fight 
against them as when God fought against His enemies in 
the day of battle. In the days of old when the executive 
power was in the hands of God’s people, it was right for 
them to go forth to battle and subdue their enemies; and 
so it will be when Christ comes the “second time.” Then 
shall be fulfilled Rev. 19:11, “In righteousness he doth 
judge and make war.” 


After the battle of Armageddon has been fought shall 
Zech. 14: 9 be fulfilled: ‘“‘“And the Lord shall be King over 
all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and his 
name one.” But before that glorious Day appears, the 
first verse of Malachi 4 must come to pass: “For, behold, 
the day cometh that shall burn as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and 
the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of 
hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” 
God’s plan is to have a clean earth, men and women doing 
right, doing unto others as they would have others do to 
them. However, all will not submit willingly. 

The reign of Christ is the only remedy for the redemp- 
tion of this fair planet from the evils which now prevail. 
Sentence against an evil work will be executed speedily 
when He binds the devil—sin and all sinners—and sets 
up a new, divine arrangement of affairs on the earth. 
Then, and not until then, will mankind realize their folly 
and come into subjection to the mighty King of kings. 


‘““ALL KINDREDS OF THE EARTH SHALL WAIL BECAUSE OF 
HIM” 


This is what Jesus said in the last message ever re- 
ceived from Him. It was of such importance that after 
He had ascended to Heaven and had been at the Father’s 
right hand He sent back a message to John on the Isle 
of Patmos, as recorded in Rev. 1:7, “Behold, he cometh 
with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him.’”’ What will cause all kindreds of the 
earth to wail because of the coming of earth’s future 
King who is destined to bring peace on earth, good will 
to men? 

To the faithful His coming will be a time of great joy, 
but to the world at large it will be a time of wailing. Why 
should it be to the world a time of wailing? One reason 
is, that when He comes His decree will go forth, “Fear 
God, and give glory to him: for the hour of his judgment 
is come” (Rev. 14:7). Instead of submitting and thus 
obtaining the blessing, the nations will marshal their 
forces and raise mighty armaments to roll back the tide 
of His power, as we are told in Rev. 19: 19; 17: 14, “And 
I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him that 
sat on the horse, and against his army. . . . These shall 
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome 
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings; and 
they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faith- 
ful.” His judgments will then follow. 

It is when they see their armies shattered, their mighty 
armaments neutralized, their fleets destroyed, fortresses 
in ruin, illegal gains suppressed, profiteering ended, all 
drinking, gambling, prize-fighting, immorality and worldly 
amusements barred, that the wailing shall be heard from 
all quarters. Another great reason is, that when He comes 
His decree will go forth that the riches of earth must be 
used to God’s glory; must be so employed that it will re- 
sult in a benefit and blessing to mankind, as we are told 
in Isa. 23:18, “Her merchandise and her hire shall be 
holiness to the Lord: it shall not be treasured nor laid 
up; for her merchandise shall be for them that dwell be- 
fore the Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for durable cloth- 
ing.” No more shall millions exist in a state of semi- 
starvation, while other millions revel in affluence, but the 
promise of Isa. 60: 18, 21 shall be fulfilled: no wasting or 
destruction known in the land; the “people shall be all 
righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, . . . that 
I may be glorified,” says God. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Acts 2:37, “Now when they heard 
this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” 

This question propounded to Peter and to other Apos- 
tles at the close of Peter’s powerful sermon on the Day 
of Pentecost is an evidence of conviction. The sermon 
was bearing fruit. Those Jewish people as they listened 
to Peter were aware that they had consented with their 
religious leaders in taking the life of the innocent One, 
and, although done ignorantly, they felt condemned. 

Too often the sermons of today do not contain the ele- 
ment to produce conviction, and seldom does a frame of 
mind to be convicted exist in the congregation. 

If as individuals we would obtain the greatest possible 
good when a practical lesson is forced home by a sermon, 
whether heard first-hand in public utterance or read in 
private from the printed page, we should employ the per- 
sonal pronoun in our query as to its application, and say, 
“What shall J do?” Salvation is strictly a personal matter. 
Others can point out to us the way of salvation, others 
can help us to see our faults by constructive criticism, 
and help us to overcome them through reproof and warn- 
ing, yet the burden of the work lies with ourselves, hence 
the timeliness of the query, “What shall J do?” 

This is the question the jailer asked of Paul and Silas 
at midnight after the earthquake had miraculously loos- 
ened their bands. However, the answer to that question: 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved,” is not as simple as it is sometimes represented to 
be. To believe in the Lord Jesus Christ is not merely to 
believe that such a man as Jesus Christ once lived upon 
earth, and accept Him as one’s personal Saviour. To be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ is to agree heartily with all 
that He taught, to accept willingly the discipline that His 
superior teachings impose on our lives, and daily bear 
our cross of self-denial. 

When the people thronged about John the Baptist as 
he baptized in Jordan, they asked him: “What shall we 
do then?” His answers show a practical approach to the 
problem of right living. Upon the minds of his naturally 
covetous countrymen he impressed the lesson of need for 
sharing with others: “He that hath two coats, let him im- 
part to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let 
him do likewise.” Upon the tax gatherers he impressed 
the lesson of honesty and integrity in extracting taxes 
from their fellow men. To them he said: “Exact no more 
than that which is appointed you.” The soldiers likewise 
demanded of him, “And what shall we do? His answer to 
them was emphatic: “Do violence to no man, neither ac- 
cuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.” 

When Saul was struck down by the light shining above 
the brightness of the noonday sun, he was convicted, and 
he realized for the first time that he was in the wrong, 
that he was fighting against God. His first utterance after 
Jesus revealed His identity to him, was, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” From that very moment his 
life was changed. From his own statements we learn 
that when it pleased God to reveal His Son in him that he 
might preach among the Gentiles, immediately he “con- 
ferred not with flesh and blood.” He did not consult with 
his old acquaintances among the Pharisees, or with the 
persecutors whose cause he so recently had championed. 
He made a complete turn around, becoming the strongest 


supporter of the cause which he had tried to destroy. 

When the people heard Peter’s preaching they were 
“pricked in their heart.” What Peter said had burned in, 
it had made an impression, and that was what moved 
them to ask, “What shall we do?” We need such convic- 
tion today; without it we shall make no spiritual prog- 
ress. The gospel is the “power of God to salvation,” and 
it must be a power to us. When shown that we have been 
walking in rebellion to divine law, and doing the things 
that displease God, jeopardizing our chances for eternal 
life, we should be “pricked” in heart. If we are not con- 
cerned when we learn we have done wrong, we shall have 
no incentive to do better. 

When Paul wrote the letter to the Church at Corinth 
chastening them for a sin that had been reported to him, 
they were pricked in heart. What Paul wrote in that 
letter made them “sorry.” And they not only asked “what 
shall we do?” but at once set about doing it, and a great 
cleansing followed. We quote from Moffatt’s translation: 
“T did regret when I discovered that my letter had pained 
you even for the time being, but I am glad now—not glad 
that you were pained but glad that your pain induced you 
to repent. For you were pained as God meant you to be 
pained, and so you got no harm from what I did... . See 
what this pain divine has done for you, how serious it 
has made you, how keen to clear yourselves, how indig- 
nant, how alarmed, how eager for me, how determined, 
how relentless” (II. Cor. 7: 8—11). 

In the days of the Judges of Israel, under the judge- 
ship of Deborah, the people experienced a great spiritual 
upsurge, with the result that “In the divisions of Reuben 
there were great impressions [margin] of heart” and 
“great searchings of heart” (Judges 5:15, 16). Israel 
had sinned, God had sold them into the hands of the 
Canaanites who cruelly oppressed them for twenty years. 
The time now had come for deliverance. The Prophetess 
Deborah accompanied Barak, captain of the army, to the 
conquest, and with the Lord’s help they had triumphed 
gloriously. Twenty years of oppression had burned deep 
into the minds of the people, hence to avoid a recurrence 
was their chief concern. Realizing they themselves were 
to blame for the plight they had been in, they were in a 
mood to ask, “What then shall we do?” 

God wants us to be ashamed when we do wrong; no 
other attitude can be fruitful. He wants us to be pricked 
at heart. In Ezek. 36: 25, 26, 31, the Lord vividly pictures 
the cleansing power of His word when given free rein 
in the heart broken by penitence: “Then will I sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shail be clean... . A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh. . . . Then shall ye remember your own evil 
ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall 
loathe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities 
and for your abominations.” 

When the Lord impressed a lesson upon Job’s mind 
that showed him his own smallness as compared with the 
Almighty’s greatness, he reacted as every truly humble 
person should. His heart was “pricked,” and not only did 
he ask, What shall I do? but he promptly did the thing 
that demonstrated that he was truly convicted. He an- 
swered: “I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes” 
(Job 42:6). 

Life is too short and eternity too long to trifle away 
any time in indecision. When a divine command reaches 
our intellect we should fly to obey it. When a personal de- 
fect is pointed out we should at once be alerted by the 
possibility of our receiving an unfavorable decision at 
Judgment Day, and immediately go to work to correct it. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


From Huntsville, Ont., Can., is a kind word of thanks, 
together with contribution and renewal of subscription. 

“Dear Friends of the Megiddo Mission: What a lovely 
surprise I received today when your Christmas and New 
Year card arrived! I think it is really one of the nicest I 
have seen, and my mother and myself are enjoying the 
verses so much. They are well worth keeping. 

“We look forward to each copy of the MESSAGE. When 
we have finished reading it we always pass it on to a 
friend. ... Wishing you continued success in your good 
work. Yours truly, K— B—.” 


This word of thanks is from a subscriber at Listowel, 
Ont., Canada, 

“Well, my dear friends at the Mission, please find en- 
closed payment for my renewal to your nice little paper, 
in which I am much interested to read it, as I am not very 
able to do anything but reading. . . . I am very fond of 
that little paper and I do believe what it says about God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ... . 


Yours truly, J— S—.” 


P ‘ sister at Kinards, 8S. C., writes gratefully and hope- 
ully. 

“Dear Sister: I received your most welcome letter the 
past week, and want to thank everyone for the many, 
many lessons contained in all the letters of the past year. 
I am going to paste all the letters in a scrap book so they 
can be read and reread. 

“This New Year was very beautiful down here. The 
forests are putting on their new coat of green and the 
lovely dogwood are in bloom. It was such a beautiful day, 
the weather was very pleasant. We had a Christmas pro- 
gram April 3, around 8 o’clock. 

“Speaking of putting on new coats, that should be our 
chief aim this year, to get on all the new coats of right 
doing every moment of the day. Hope everyone at the 
fountain head had a very fine Christmas and New Year 
and can continue all the good works throughout the new 
year. Thanking everyone for the many lessons of Truth 
and good works; striving to get on a very new coat of 
Fruits of the Spirit, Mrs, E— C—.” 


The brother at Lamaline, Nfld., is grateful for the light 
of Truth. 

“Dear Brother: It is nice to get letters from the foun- 
tain head to give us strength and courage to press on 
more earnestly in this good work of the Lord. We cannot 
linger by the way, we must be up and doing what is re- 
quired of us; for if we linger by the way we shall be sure 
to come short of the goodness of the Lord. Our faith must 
grow stronger each day as we see prophecy being ful- 
filled . . . we must strive harder each day, for we have 
nothing to lose—but everything to gain. Thanks for your 
lovely letter. Warm Christian love, G— P—.” 


From Sidcup, Kent, England, is acknowledgment of a 
recent favor. 

“Dear Mr. Thatcher: Many thanks indeed for your 
kind gift of THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE for February duly 
received. I have for some time now been a reader, but 
have had to rely on the kindness of others. However, now 
you have made contact, I shall look forward to receiving 
copies from you each month. The studies contained in 
the MESSAGE have been encouraging and enlightening, 
and it does me good to ponder on the great things God 
has in store for His people. .. . Yours sincerely, 


OBITUARY 
JEANNETTE PORTER 


The deceased was born Oct. 16, 1876, in Florence, Ala., 
the daughter of Henry and Fannie Hill. She was the 
widow of Alamanza Porter, to whom she was married 
June 23, 1900. Their four children, two sons and two 
daughters, survive her. She is also survived by a sister, 
Miss B. C. Hill, Birmingham, Ala. 

Sister Porter became acquainted with the Megiddo 
teachings through efforts of our deaconesses working in 
Birmingham during the winter of 1916. After this she 
removed to Scranton, Pa., from which place she made 
several visits to our Mission Home, and came to make her 
home at the Megiddo Mission in August 1924. She often 
spoke of the hundredfold of comfort and blessing which 
attended those nearly thirty years, in Christian fellow- 
ship with a people who have devoted their lives to the 
cause of truth and righteousness. 

During recent years of ill health she has been lovingly 
and tenderly cared for by her daughter Fanella, who 
faithfully ministered to her every want. Death came 
peacefully at noonday, April 7. Funeral services were 
conducted by the Rev. P. J. Thatcher at Megiddo Church, 
Friday afternoon. Interment in Mount Hope Cemetery. 


“When with patient toil we reach the land 

Where tired feet, with sandals loosed, may rest, 
Then shall we clearly see and understand 

In way He led, God knew the best.” 





MY OLD BIBLE 


Though the cover is worn, 

The pages are torn, 

And though places bear traces of tears, 
Yet more precious than gold, 

Is this Book, worn and old, 

That can shatter and scatter my fears. 


This old Bible’s my guide, 

’Tis a friend by my side, 

It will lighten and brighten the way; 
And each promise I find 

Soothes and gladdens the mind, 

As I read it and heed it each day. 


To this Book I will cling, 

Of its worth I will sing, 

Though great losses and crosses are mine, 

For I cannot despair, 

Though surrounded by care, 

While possessing this blessing of mind. on 
—Sel. 





ANNOUNCING— 
New Book for Children 


“PICTURES FOR BUSY LITTLE HANDS TO COLOR, 
CUT OUT AND PASTE” 


Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood scenes in poster 
pictures to be colored, cut out and assembled. Only 35 cents. 
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HAVE YOU NOT A WORD FOR JESUS? 


Have you not a word for Jesus? not a word to say for Him? 

He is listening through the chorus of the burning seraphim! 

He is listening; does He hear you speaking of the things of earth, 

Only of its passing pleasure, selfish sorrow, empty mirth? 

He has spoken words of blessing, pardon, peace, and love to you, 
Glorious hopes and gracious comfort, strong and tender, sweet and true; 
Does He hear you telling others something of His love untold, 
Overflowings of thanksgiving for His mercies manifold? 


Have you not a word for Jesus? Will the world His praise proclaim? 
Who shall speak if ye are silent? ye who know and love His name. 

You, whom He hath called and chosen His own witnesses to be, 

Will you tell your gracious Master, “Lord, we cannot speak for Thee!” 
“Cannot!” though He went before you, marked the way for you to go, 
“Cannot!” though He’ll come victorious, conquering His every foe! 
“Cannot!” though His grace abounding is your freely promised aid! 
“Cannot!” though He stands beside you, though He says, “Be not afraid!” 


Have you not a word for Jesus? Some, perchance, while ye are dumb, 
Wait and weary for your message, hoping you will bid them “come;” 
Never telling hidden sorrows, lingering just outside the door, 
Longing for your hand to lead them into rest for evermore. 

Yours may be the joy and honor His redeem-ed ones to bring, 

Jewels for the coronation of your coming Lord and King. 

Will you cast away the gladness thus your Master’s joy to share, 

All because a word for Jesus seems too much for you to dare? 


What shall be our word for Jesus? Master, give it day by day; 

Ever, as the need arises, teach Thy children what to say. 

Give us holy love and patience; grant us deep humility, 

That of self we may be emptied, and our hearts be full of Thee; 

Give us zeal and faith and fervor, make us winning, make us wise, 
Single-hearted, strong and fearless—Thou hast called us, we will rise! 
Let the might of Thy good Spirit go with every loving word; 

And by hearts prepared and opened be our message always heard. 


Yes, we have a word for Jesus! Living echoes we will be 

Of Thine own sweet words of blessing, of Thy gracious “Come to Me.” 
Jesus, Master! yes, we love Thee, and to prove our love, would lay 

Fruit of lips which Thou wilt open at Thy blessed feet today. 

Many an effort may it cost us, many a heart-beat, many a fear, 

But Thou knowest, and wilt strengthen, and Thy help is always near. 
Give us grace to follow fully, vanquishing our faithless shame, 

Feebly it may be, but truly, witnessing for Thy dear Name. 


Yes, we have a word for Jesus! We will bravely speak for Thee, 

And Thy bold and faithful soldiers, Saviour, we would henceforth be: 

In Thy name set up our banners, while Thine own shall wave above, 

With Thy priceless Word of Mercy, and Thy golden rule of Love. 

Help us lovingly to labor, looking for Thy present smile, 

Looking for Thy promised blessing, through the bright’ning “little while.” 

Words for Thee in weakness spoken Thou wilt here accept and own, 

And confess them for our glory, when we see Thee on Thy throne. 
—Sel. and alt. 
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